
 

   

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

JULY 2020 

 

Hello Everyone,  

I hope this report finds you all well and in good spirits. 

Our world seems to be coming back to some sort of 

normality unless you are living in the southern states.  

The RSL is slowly on its way  to the point where we will 

soon be able to resume our monthly meetings. 

Our Committee has continued to be quite active during 

the last few months and is already talking about our 

next adventure. 

Our inshore fishing has continued to see some very 

fierce competition and especially during the last 

“Bream Month”  where 147 fish were weighed in.  I 

know that there were a lot more legal fish that didn’t 
make it to the weigh in station, so I believe our inshore 

fishery is doing well.  I must admit that our offshore  

results don’t offer the same  plentiful bounty.  I believe 

that Frank has mentioned his findings a few more lines 
down the page. 

Although our last committee meeting  was rather short 

and to the point, there was some mention of relaxing 
the offshore fishing boundaries to include the areas 

from Mooloolaba to the Gold Coast. 

There was a bit of concern that the current  Species rec-
ords will no longer be valid as change the goal posts but 

that can easily be overcome with the addition of a 

Mooloolaba and Brisbane area record sheet. 

Nothing has been or will be decided until all our     

members have voiced their opinions. 

I would like to thank Alison Herring for doing such an 

outstanding job with the photo competition.  The    

number of people contributing is really increasing an 
the quality of photos has improved out of sight. 

Our next committee meeting will be next week so you 

will no doubt be informed as to our next general 
meeting. 

In the meantime please stay safe and enjoy your        

relatively safe environment. 

 

Keith Kable    

  President  

The Bribie RSL Fishing Club       

provides a real service to the  

community by extending the hand 

fisher men and women with a 

common interest, but also to the many residents of Bribie Is-

land and the surrounding area who would otherwise lead a 

lonely existence.   Currently our club has approximately eighty 

members of whom only twenty to thirty are regular fisher peo-

ple. 

Without the ability to raise the necessary funds, our club 

would not be able to exist, so through the generosity of the 

Bribie RSL Club, members of our club are able to raise the fi-

nances        required by conducting meat tray raffles on a 

Thursday night from June until January of each year. In addi-

tion, the Bribie Island RSL Club supports us in very  substantial 

and significant ways – use of facilities at the Sports Club for 

our monthly presentation BBQ’s, use of the ANZAC room for 

our monthly general meetings and very  importantly, a $25 

voucher each month for our member ’s draw. Many thanks 

Bribie Island RSL Club – we really do    appreciate your support.   



WEIGHMASTER’S REPORT 

JUNE 2020 

June was all about Bream and Pearl Perch    

  There were 147 Bream weighed in but not one 

pearl perch.  It appears that the new size limits 

have made quite a difference to the number of 

offshore fish you bring home. 

There was a tie for heaviest bag which was most 

unusual with 20 fish in each bag ending with the 

same weight .  Everyone who fished received a 

prize 

Next month is normal month with flathead    

added as an extra bonus.  There will be a prize 

for the biggest, the 2nd &and 3rd fish 

Snapper and pearl perch CLOSED SEASON:  

15 July - 15 August 

Snapper and pearl perch are a no-take species 
for all recreational, charter and commercial fish-
ers from 12.01am on 15 July 2020, until 11.59pm 
on 15 August 2020. 

If you catch a snapper or pearl perch during the 

closure, use good catch and release techniques – 

handle the fish correctly, remove the hook if it’s 

in the mouth or lip, cut the line and leave the 

hook in place if it’s in the gills or gut, and release 

the fish as soon as possible. Snapper may also 

need to be treated for barotrauma. 

Species Size and possession limits 

Snapper 35cm min 

4 per person with no more than 1 over 70cm / 

8 per boat with no more than 2 over 70cm 

(with 2 or more people on board) 

Pearl Perch          38cm mind possession limits 

Australian Bass 
(in all dams and weirs under the Stocked Im-
poundment Permit Scheme) 30cm min 

Possession limit of 5 

session limit of 4 

Monthly Comp for June 2020 
Total No of fish   147 

Bream Only Comp        

 Heaviest Fish 

 

Heaviest Bag 

 
 

Lucky Draws  Wooden Spoons 

 
 

Place Name Heaviest Fish Kg 

Winner Ron Winnett .89 

2nd Mike Phillips .87 

3rd Ron Winnett .85 

4th Mike Phillips .835 

5th Trevor Plant .82 

6th Gary Voss .795 

7th Trevor Plant .73 

8th Keith Kable .689 

9th Ron Winnett .665 

9th Trevor Bourke .665 

10th Bruce Carey .66 

10th Gary Voss .66 

Place Name Heaviest bag Kg 

Winner Mike Phillips 10.93 

Winner Ron Winnett 10.93 

2nd Trevor Plant 10.235 

3rd Richard Patterson 9.31 

4th John Casey 7.05 

5th Bruce Carey 6.56 

6th Keith Kable 5.846 

7th Amrat Chauhan 4.305 

8th Gary Voss 3.545 

9th Trevor Bourke 2.741 

10th Tina Patterson 2.31 

Keith Kable 

Trevor Bourke 

Gary Voss 

Amrat Chauhan 

Bruce Carey 

Lightest  fish John  Casey 

Lightest Bag Tina  Patterson 

https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/?a=1424596
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/?a=1424596
https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/activities/boating-fishing/rec-fishing/dams
https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/activities/boating-fishing/rec-fishing/dams


Changes to fishing rules for all sectors Size limits 

Pearl perch minimum legal size limit increased from 35 cm to 38 cm 

King threadfin minimum legal size limit increased from 60 cm to 65 cm on the east coast 

Single minimum legal size limit of 60 cm for Mary River cod and Murray cod, and Murray cod maximum size limit          
of 110 cm removed  

New seasonal closure for snapper and pearl perch – 15 July to 15 August each year 

Standardised start and end times for the majority of fishery closures – midnight to midnight Other  

Mulloway and scaly jewfish must be kept whole while on board a vessel  

Mud crab possession limit reduced from 10 to 7 

Boat limits for nine priority black-market species will be two times the possession limit – mud crab, prawns, snap-
per, black jewfish, barramundi, shark, Spanish mackerel, sea cucumber and tropical rock lobster (these boat lim-
its do not apply to charter fishers) 

Pearl perch possession limit reduced from 5 to 4  

Blue swimmer crab possession limit reduced from no limit to 20 

Mollusc and gastropod (including pipis) possession limit reduced from 50 to 30 2  

General possession limit of 20 introduced for all species without a prescribed possession limit (excluding some 
bait species) 

 No possession limit for the following bait species – southern herring, common hardy head, Australian sardine, 
Australian anchovy, silver biddy, saltwater yabby, soldier crab and non-regulated worms (e.g. mangrove worms)  

Possession limit of 50 introduced for certain bait species – mullet (excluding diamond scale, sea and freshwater 
mullet), cuttlefish or squid (excluding tiger squid), smooth-clawed rock crab and yellowtail pike 

Hammerhead shark and white teat fish are now no-take species  

Oyster possession limit clarified in the regulations – a person must eat oysters (excluding pearl oysters) on the 
spot where they are taken (pearl oysters can be taken away from the site but they must be the correct size)  

 Australian bass possession limit in stocked impoundments increased from 2 to 5  

Clarified in the regulations that a possession limit of 50 applies to the Cribb Island worm (formerly known as 
blood worm)  

Mary River cod possession limit of 1 in stocked impoundments expanded to include Wyaralong Dam, Ewen   
Maddock Dam, Caboolture River Weir, Robina Lakes, Lake Kurwongbah, Enoggera Reservoir and Lake             
Manchester  



       Memories of Yesterday   by Frank Oostenbroek 

Our decision to move to Bribie Island was not an easy one but in August 2002, Sheila and I decided to leave the 
family and enjoy the fishing.  The white sandy beaches and the thought of a never ending supply of fish, together 
with the fact that there was no coastal bar and a sheltered boat ramp, easily swayed our decision to move to 
Bribie.  
 
I had previously shared my fishing adventures with some mates on numerous fishing charters in north      
Queensland, where there was an endless supply of fish, but that time ended with the purchase of  a brand new  
seven meter Cruise Craft, which could safely take us to Cape Moreton and back.  I just needed to share my new 
fishing experience in Moreton Bay, so we joined the Bribie Island RSL Social Fishing Club in January 2004. 
 
I had just returned from Melbourne, where I was introduced to a brand new method of fishing with soft plastics. 
Queensland had never seen soft plastics before with the exception of the Mr. Twister flathead lure, so I armed 
myself with $300.00 worth of Plastics and Jig Heads.  The results were absolutely amazing.  The soft plastic lures 
didn’t even have time to hit the bottom before a 5kg to 7kg snapper would smash the lure. 
 
I joined the Ausfish website and shared my stories and photos with the public and I was soon over run with   
thousands of emails and phone calls requesting more information on soft plastic fishing.  It was at that time when 
the local fishing magazine also asked me to contribute to a monthly article on soft plastics.  Life was pretty good 
and I was also asked on numerous occasions to provide presentations on during a few of the annual boat shows. 
 
I had been really successful with soft plastics, so I decided to share some of my new found knowledge with the 
members of the fishing club. I selected a few of the really keen offshore fishermen and took them out on a  
weekly basis.  
 

Richard Patterson Caught this on a  3” Chartreuse Soft Plastic and Ron Winnett caught these two Snapper at Cape Moreton 

Syd Noel ( Deceased) and Natalie Ubl caught these two Snapper just below Cape Moreton.  



If this was fishing on Bribie, I wanted more of it.  The variety of fish that would take a soft plastic was amazing.  

Snapper, Tuna, Marlin, Dolphin Fish, Amberjack, Spangled Emperor; you name it, and you could catch in on soft     

plastics. 

George Dragon with one of hundreds of amberjack and Tammy with one of hundreds of long tail tuna. 

Just a few more average catches every time we went out 

The fishing was so good that Ron Winnet, Richard Patterson and George Dragon actually all purchased boats 

capable of fishing offshore.  With the addition of Tony Cope, Brian Stenning and Jim Old we now had  seven 

offshore boats, and on most occasions, the boys would go out in their own boats and come back with great 

catches.  



Yellow Tail Kingfish, Amberjack and more and more snapper.  Can you believe I still hold the record for an 11.2kg 

snapper that I caught at Shallow Tempest. 

With Ron, Richard and George going fishing in their own boats, there was plenty of room in mine and I was 

blessed with the company of Chris Roberts for many years 

The fishing was so good, that word had got around so more and more people started fishing near Cape  Moreton 

and the constant photos of big snapper soon made Bribie Island the place to be.  One morning I had five boats 

follow me out to try to find my “Secret Amberjack Spot”  I called it “Nowhere”.  There were thousands of      

massive amberjack, snapper and big Pearl Perch there, but RADAR soon put an end to the secret and now the 

place is desolate. 



The average mum and dad were now able to purchase a five meter boat with a four stroke motor that could the 

whole family out for a day’s fishing, for under $40,000.  The four stroke engine would start every time and the 

aluminium boats were super stable.  The limit for snapper was five per person so mum, dad and the three kids 

could easily take home twenty five snapper as well as a host of other Sweetlip, pearl perch, tuna etc.  The trouble 

was that there were twenty mum and dads fishing at Hutchies alone, which meant that they were taking home in 

excess of five hundred snapper from Hutchison's Shoal in just one day.  Multiply that by two for Saturday and 

Sunday and you have just lost 1,000 snapper on a weekend, let alone the rest of the week. 

The end was soon in sight!!!  Fisheries made an effort to slow the fishing down by placing restrictions on the 

number of fish that could be captured and by placing possession limits on the number of fish that could be held 

in the freezer but it was all too late.  Our fishery had been decimated to the point where it became extremely 

difficult to catch a legal fish for dinner.  Something had to be done, so the quality of fish finders had to be         

upgraded to the point where you could easily see each fish on the bottom of the ocean and you could now        

accurately navigate to the exact GPS mark where the last remaining fish were known to live. 

What chance did they have?  The photos are an example of the average catches of fish that were available. 



The past few years has shown a massive decrease in the numbers of fish in Moreton Bay which has resulted In 

some very poor catches by most of our offshore members.  There has also been a lot of discussion about the lack 

of fish to the point where both Richard and I have been seriously considering selling our boats.  Your President 

Keith Kable, has been fishing out of Mooloolaba for years because there are very few fish left in Moreton Bay.  

Most of our offshore members are no seriously going up to Mooloolaba for the same reason. The trouble is, if 

our members are not going fishing in Moreton Bay, you will lose the offshore competition and only be left with 

the inshore and Fresh water competitions. 

For this reason the committee has been in discussions with the thought of enlarging the fishing radius to           

encompass the area from Mooloolaba to the Gold Coast.  I am sure that Keith will make mention of these ideas 

and you will most probably be asked for your opinions.  The decision to “ Open the Borders” can be made by the 

committee, but I feel sure that Keith will ask you for your opinions in the near future before any decisions are 

made.. 

If you would like to make your feelings known before the committee meeting please email me and let me know 

and if you would like to see a few thousand more photos of these type of catches, I have them ready. 

Oh! By the way,   Six members will be going to Hervey Bay for the next week in search of some better fish. 



Fosie’s Fishing 
Two groups of or members went down to Ballina and fished on Fozie’s Charter  

and came back with close to one hundred fish. 



 

You don’t have to go offshore to catch a massive snapper like this on.  Tina Patterson not only caught this snap-

per in Pumicestone Passage but she also did it on extremely light gear while fishing for bream. 



 
 

This is just a little note I found on facebook a few days ago.  Now you can ’t believe everything you 
read on facebook, or the internet, or in the newspapers, or on the 6 O’clock news, but it does 
make you sit up and wonder!! 
 
 

CLIMATE ALARMIST APOLOGISES FOR HELPING CREATE CLIMATE SCARE 
 

Here is something I think we will start seeing more and more of, Michael Shellenberger, a former 
climate alarmist has come out and apologised for the part he played in creating the climate scare. 
 
This is what he wrote in the Australian yesterday, "On behalf of environmentalists everywhere, I 
would like to formally apologise for the climate scare we created over the past 30 years." 
 
In his article and in his interview with Chris Kenny last night, he expanded on some of the facts he 
says current climate alarmists are trying to hide, including: 
 
• Humans are not causing a “sixth mass extinction” 
 
• The Amazon is not “the lungs of the world” 
 
• Climate change is not making natural disasters worse 
 
• Fires have declined 25 per cent around the world since 2003 
 
• The amount of land we use for meat — humankind’s biggest use of land — has declined by 

an area nearly as large as Alaska 
 
• The build-up of wood fuel and more houses near forests, not climate change, explain why 

there are more, and more dangerous, fires in Australia and California 
 
• Carbon emissions are declining in most rich nations and have been declining in Britain, Ger-

many and France since the mid-1970s 
 
• The Netherlands became rich, not poor, while adapting to life below sea level 
 
• We produce 25 per cent more food than we need and food surpluses will continue to rise as 

the world gets hotter 
 
• Habitat loss and the direct killing of wild animals are bigger threats to species than climate 

change 
 
• Wood fuel is far worse for people and wildlife than fossil fuels, and 
 

• Preventing future pandemics requires more, not less, “industrial” agriculture. 
 
How refreshing to hear an environmentalist tell the truth for a change. 



                                 I Told You!        By Carmel Chauhan 

Everyone’s memory recalls different versions of things; especially as we get older. Some finer points fade over time.  

You have to remember that the incident, I’m about to relate, happened close to 60 years ago.  To try and recollect 

every detail is difficult, but I do remember the day so well. 

Mum was having a Tupperware Party!  Our parents didn’t entertain very often, except for a cuppa and biscuits.  That 

day was very different.  Several neighbours and friends were invited over and a delicious spread was to be laid on.  

Salada dry biscuits and cheese, sausage rolls, lamingtons, vanilla slices, neenish tarts, etc.  This would be a day to re-

member. 

Young children are a challenge at the best of times.  Keeping them quiet and well-behaved on this very special occa-

sion was a top priority.  Dad had an idea.  It was sheer genius! He decided to move the television from the lounge-

room up to the front bedroom.  As with most families in those days there was no second (or third) telly available.  

Once organised the kids would sit quietly, watch the T.V. and be entertained. 

The ladies all started to arrive.  I can clearly remember the excitement and how nervous Mum was. Everything had to 

be perfect. 

We scuttled off to the front room.  Not to be left out, we had drinks and a plate of special treats – heaven! 

The party was in full swing.  We could hear the ladies laughing and enjoying themselves.  We were thrilled that we had 

our own special ‘mini party’.  We quickly devoured our snacks and settled down to watch T.V. 

We had two choices – cowboys or cartoons.  Easy?  No it wasn’t.  My brother wanted to watch the cowboys and I pre-

ferred the cartoons.  We argued. Every time he switched over to the cowboy channel, I jumped up and turned it to the 

cartoons. 

He warned me several times!  Finally he said, ‘Do that again and I’ll punch you on your bloody nose.’  I didn’t    

really think he would: should have known better.  Not to be deterred, I jumped up and switched it back to the car-

toons.  He told me he would and he did! One swift hard punch, blood everywhere. I went screaming into the lounge-

room to tell our mother.  She was horrified when she saw me – and to think that it happened during her Tupperware 

Party. 

It was now a serious problem for us.  My brother was in deep trouble, but we both had a lot to answer for.  My nose 

bled for a long time and was very sore.  I had to keep ice on my forehead.  There was no running off to the doctor ’s in 

those days, especially as it was a Sunday. 

Twenty-three years later, I finally had my broken nose operated on.  I went into hospital to have a septoplasty.  My 

elder sister visited while I was there, and kindly looked after me when I was discharged.   

My brother visited me at the hospital a few days after my operation.  I was under strict instructions from the nurses 

not to sneeze or laugh, as any sudden action could break my stitches. After the operation I had a bad    reaction to the 

anaesthetic and vomited for two days.  I hadn’t been able to eat.  While my brother was there I was given some vege-

table soup.  It was really yummy.   

I started eating it and my brother started chuckling.  He was laughing so much he couldn ’t control himself.  I    didn’t 

know what was so funny.  He couldn’t tell me what was wrong, so he handed me a mirror to see for       myself.  There 

was a piece of carrot dangling from my bandaged nose.  It did look funny and that started me.  I was holding onto my 

nose laughing my head off. 

Our brother phoned our big sister later that evening.  He said  

‘You know how I broke our sister’s nose?’ To which she, of course, answered ‘Yes’.  

‘Well I’ve just made her laugh so much that she’s broken her stitches!’ 



Owners of Browns Mitre 10 on Bribie Island, Michael 

and Samantha Brown have very kindly agreed to sup-

port us by donating a $20 gift card each month to be 

used as a raffle prize at our monthly general meeting. 

In addition, they have offered a 5% discount on all 

fishing, marine and bait goods when members show 

their Bribie Island RSL Fishing Club member identifica-

tion at time of purchase. Browns Mitre 10 is a Wilsons 

fishing tackle distributer. 

If members provide a Wilsons product number for the item they wish to purchase and it is not in store, Michael 

will order it for you. This is a great service. In addition, Michael has offered to provide better pricing for group 

buys or for certain high turnover items. Thank you, Browns Mitre 10 Bribie Island. 

 

Wright’s Bribie Fruit 
A.B.N. 87633 384 522 

Ph: 3408 1179 

Hair Haven Bribie 

Bongaree Shopping Village 



COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2020 
 

PRESIDENT:      Keith Kable    0419 644 709 
VICE-PRESIDENT:     Richard Patterson  0400 994 878 
SECRETARY:      Loris Roubin   0418 300 529 
TREASURER:      Trevor Plant   0439 407 653 
ASSISTANT TREASURER:   Vic Herring    0419 492 744 
WEIGHMASTER:       Ron Winnett   0418 881 419 
WEIGHMASTER’S ASSISTANT:  John Davis    0417 795 584 
CATERING CO-ORDINATOR:   Ony Roubin   0418 300 529 
CATERING CO-ORDINATOR:   Sue Smith    0427 712 930 

FUNCTION CO-ORDINATOR:   Rosemary Blythe   0431 558 219 
MERCHANDISERS:     Sandra Casey   0448 242 448 
PUBLICITY OFFICER:    Frank Oostenbroek  0401 694 111 
WEBMASTER:     Frank Oostenbroek  0401 694 111 

 

 Correspondence to: The Secretary Bribie Island R.S.L. Fishing Club PO Box 297 Bribie Island QLD 4507 


