
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
OCTOBER 2018 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2018 
 

PRESIDENT:     Mike Phillips   0417 418 623 
VICE-PRESIDENT:    Keith Kable   0419 644 709 
SECRETARY:     Loris Roubin   0418 300 529 
TREASURER:    Trevor Plant   0439 407 653 

ASSISTANT TREASURER:   John Casey   0409 893 731  
WEIGHMASTER:      Alan Gough    0411 199 159 

WEIGHMASTER’S ASSISTANT:  Ron Winnett   0418 881 419  
CATERING CO-ORDINATOR:  Ray Mc Gilvery  0418 192 449 
CATERING ASSISTANT:   Vacant    …………………… 
PUBLICITY OFFICER:   Frank Oostenbroek  0401 694 111 
MERCHANDISERS:    Sandra Casey   0448 242 448 

WEBMASTER:    Frank Oostenbroek  0401 694 111 

 

Correspondence to: The Secretary Bribie Island R.S.L. Fishing Club PO Box 297 Bribie Island QLD 4507 

Email: loris_r@hotmail.com 

Important Reminders 
Members Meeting 

 
Members Meeting RSL 7.00pm  

8th October 2018 
 

Pig on the Spit TOC-H      
 29th October 2018 

 
Hacienda Holiday Park 

Tweed Heads 
12th – 14th October 2018 

 
Fishing Club Web Site 

www.bribierslfishingclub.com 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Tweed Heads Hacienda Holiday Park 12th -14 October 2018 
 

Pig on the Spit TOC-H         29 October 2018 
 

Trophy Night     7th December 2018 
 

mailto:loris_r@hotmail.com


 

 

From the President’s Desk… Presidents report for October 2018 

I hope you all enjoyed the music quiz at the last meeting. 

The whiting comp down at Woorim Beach on Sunday 16 September 

had us well and truly blown away with a terrible drag to the south so 

unfortunately there were no legal whiting weighed in. Anyway, we 

had a good turnout and thanks to the organisers and those who 

cooked the breakfast and sausage sandwiches. 

In October as well as the regular monthly fishing competition we also have a mystery fish competition so 

please weigh in whatever you catch. Hopefully there will be more fish around than there were in 

September whiting and snapper competition. 

We were fortunate to be able to hold our BBQ in September as at one time when it was teeming down on 

the Sunday morning I thought we might have to postpone it. My thanks to all the volunteers who helped 

with the catering. 

Our weekend at the Tweed is on 12-14 October. It is still not too late that if you want to go a day or so 

earlier or stay an extra day or so longer you can do so by calling the Hacienda Holiday Park direct and 

book those nights.  

If you wish to go to the pig out night at the end of October on Saturday 27 October at the Toc-H hall in 

Banya Street, then please put your name down on the list. There will be no regular BBQ at the sports club 

in October. 

We have already had a lot of members put their names down for the Melbourne Cup lunch at Charlies. 

Following on from our October meeting we will finalise numbers with the pub. As far as I know the pub 

will be giving out prizes for the best dressed lady and I think the best couple, so ladies and gents do not be 

afraid to dress up like you would if you were going to the races. This event is being subsidised by the 

fishing club so if you have not put your name down yet and want to go please do so. 

Do not forget our presentation night is Friday December 7 at the RSL Club. There will be a sit-down meal, 

the presentation and a live music duo and lucky door prizes that will ensure a fun night.  

The Thursday night raffles are running along with varying takings and my thanks to all those that are 

involved. 

There is only the November monthly meeting before the AGM in January so please start thinking about 

whether you want to become a committee member. The club cannot run without a committee. I will not 

be running for President or any position next year because I have so many other commitments for the 

first 4 months of next year.  

Happy birthday to all those who are growing another year wiser in October. 

Tight Lines 

Mike  

 

 

 



 

 

WEIGHMASTERS REPORT – September 2018 
Well, here we are into the 9th month of 2018 as the months are flying by, with people starting to juggle 

Christmas parties, family get-togethers and which In or Outlaws we will visit this year and who told you 

that the grandkids were coming then?? LOL!! I’m sure with our average age being passed having our own 

kids, most of us juggle baby-sitting grandies with fishing priorities, and social gatherings in the lead up to 

the end of another year. 

 

Which may also explain some of the lesser catches recently? Maybe it’s already started?? 

 

Last month’s mention about housekeeping continues – so I’ll repeat it for those that didn’t follow 

through: 
 

1 My E-Mail address is alangough2@bigpond.com! Feel free to send your Weigh-In 

Sheets directly to me via Photos of it or scanning and E-Mailing! 

2 Photos of Weigh-In Sheets should be checked on the phone before sending them 

through. Unfortunately, with eyesight not what it used to be – neither is the hand taking 

the photo as steady, nor the writing as clear! PLEASE WRITE IN BLACK BIRO – NOT 

PENCIL!! 

3 Don’t forget when considering claiming a possible Club Record – we have a new CLUB 

RECORD SHEET – on our website for completion! And unfortunately for Loris – Fillets 

cannot be averaged or guesstimated to achieve that target! And Photos of Scales & Fish 

as well as the Fish itself will all help! 
 

So, for this month – COMBINED WHITING (Inshore 53 Fish) and SNAPPER (Offshore – only a 

lonely 3 fish) Month we had quite a few entries for the prizes, but some were a bit light on and didn’t 

quite figure in the prizes on the day, as follows: 

 

Inshore – WHITING ONLY 

This month saw only 1 lady eligible for the prizes catching 10 fish with all being either Bream or Flathead. 

Heaviest Fish 

3rd Place Ron WINNETT  .425 kg 

2nd Place Ron WINNETT  .44 kg  

1st Place Ron WINNETT  .51 kg  

 

Heaviest Bag 

3rd Place Mike PHILLIPS  2.235 kgs 

2nd Place Richard PATTERSON 4.125 kgs  

1st Place Ron WINNETT  4.2 kgs 

 

Lightest Fish 

Richard PATTERSON .18 kg 

 

Lightest Bag 

Richard CALDARO 
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Offshore – SNAPPER ONLY 

We had very few members who ventured offshore this month – AND ONLY A LUCKY TWO WEIGHED IN 

FISH!! 

This may also explain why the President kept his result very quiet, for fear of inspiring others to try and 

beat his catch?? I guess that we’ll never know! And it was the Current & the Immediate Past President 

fighting it out for all the glory this month! 

 

Heaviest Fish 

3rd Place  

2nd Place Ron RUSSELL  3.715 kgs  

1st Place Mike PHILLIPS  4.18 kgs 

 

Heaviest Bag 

3rd Place  

2nd Place Mike PHILLIPS  4.18 kgs  

1st Place Ron RUSSELL  4.45 kgs 

 

Lightest Fish 

Ron RUSSELL 

 

Lightest Bag 

Mike PHILLIPS 

 

Special Mentions 

No Special Mention (of any significance) weighed in this month. 
 

Freshwater 
NIL WEIGH-INS! 

 

Heaviest Bag 

NIL WEIGH-INS! 

 

 
I wonder what keeps biting me off? 

 

 



 

 

BRIBIE ISLAND RSL SOCIAL FISHING CLUB 

CALENDAR  2018

 
 
OCTOBER 

Thursday night raffles RSL Club 

8th October           Members Meeting RSL 7.00pm 

12th -14th          Tweed Heads (weekend away) 

             Hacienda Holiday Park 

30th Sep -26th Oct Inshore & Offshore Monthly Comps 

 (Mystery Fish Competition) 

27th October            PIG on Spit TOC-H 

                             Weigh in – Saturday 26th 6pm  

NOVEMBER 
Thursday night raffles RSL Club 

12th November         Members Meeting RSL 7.00pm 

14th November Somerset 1 Day Freshwater Comp   

26th Oct-17th Nov     Inshore & Offshore Monthly Comps 

(2 Weigh-ins only)   

25th November        BBQ at Sports Club 

                  Weigh in –Saturday 17th 6pm  

  

 

 DECEMBER 

Thursday night raffles RSL Club 

7th December           Trophy night  

10th December         NO GENERAL MEETING 

18th Nov – 29th Dec 

Inshore & Offshore Monthly Comps 

(6 Weigh-ins)   

Weigh in –Saturday 30th 6pm 

 

*Members Meetings are held in the 

Anzac room of the RSL Club 
 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

 

10th October 7th November 30th November 

 

Raffle Roster 

Thank you to: 

Bob and Sue, Valentina, Ray and Dorothy, Loris and Ony for assisting with the raffles and raising 
funds for our club. 
 

September is Richard and Dianne Caldararo, Ray and Julie McGilvery and Keith and Julie Kable.  

We will see if they can make a new raffles record.  

See here for instructions: https://www.bribierslfishingclub.com/downloads.html 

 

November  

The following people have been listed for November: 
Peter and Pam McGruddy, Elenor and Gary Voss, Meg and Brian Johnson and Brian Stenning. 

Please remember there are two tables booked for Thursday night in the Botanic Restaurant 
from 5:50pm to 7:00, if there are more than 16 we can add a table, we then adjourn to the 
Sports Bar for a drink, story time (what’s getting caught), and the raffle draw.   

It is all part of the fun.  So, See You Thursday Night. 

 

 

 

https://www.bribierslfishingclub.com/downloads.html


 

 

SEPTEMBER 

The Whiting and Snapper Month 
 

The Monthly fishing competition consists of three categories, Inshore, Offshore and Fresh Water, 

where all except a few noxious and protected species may be weighed in and points allocated for 

the monthly tally, but each year, during the months of June and September the rules change. 

 

During the month of June only Bream may be weighed in for points in the Inshore competition and 

only Pearl Perch for the Offshore competition and during the month of September the Inshore 

species is restricted to Whiting and the Offshore Species is Snapper. 

 

Normally you would expect quite a few whiting and snapper to weighed in for the month, but it 

appears that all species where very hard to find.  Ron Winnett is the whiting guru and although 

Ron did win the whiting competition he found it extremely difficult to find them this year.  There 

were a couple of days when the whiting did congregate around Red Beach however, the 

commercial nets soon captured all but a few. 

 

At least eight offshore fishos tried many times to capture the illusive snapper but all the favourite 

spots proved unsuccessful.  Mike Phillips tried very hard with all types of bait and was extremely 

surprised when a 4.15kg Snapper hooked himself on a four-inch soft plastic. 

 

Ron Russell finally managed to brave the sloppy conditions and anchored in one spot for hours and 

used a considerable amount of burley to attract some quality fish however, only one managed to 

find his way on board.  The others were too big for the extremely light line.  There were quite a 

few tears as the big ones escaped so Ron had to be happy with second place with a 3.75kg 

specimen.  Mike kept his catch a closely guarded secret and if Ron had known, he would have 

fished out there all night.  This may be a social fishing club but when it comes to a competition 

fishing becomes very serious.  Congratulations to all who competed.  It was a very difficult month. 

 

   
                Mike Phillips (Off-Shore Winner)                                       Ron Russell (Off-Shore Runner-up) 

 

 



 

 

The Woorim Beach Whiting Competition 

 

 

 

It was just after five o’clock when the three musketeers arrived at the corner of Fifth Avenue and 

Rickman Parade to set up for a hearty breakfast.  Peter McGruddy and Ron Russell had organised 

all the food and equipment while Amrat Chauhan mastered the chef’s duties. 

 

 
 

Richard Caldararo was the first fisherman to arrive with all the necessary tools to ensure some massive whiting.  

Buckets, fishing rods, a backpack full of tackle, a variety of fresh bait and of course a bag full of burley. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Gary Voss arrived soon after and it didn’t take him long to wade into the water.  A mighty cast into the surf would 

surely place his tasty morsel in front of a whiting, but it wasn’t meant to be.  The strong northerly wind and the 

massive southerly sweep made conditions almost impossible, but it didn’t stop Gary from trying. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Last year’s Whiting Champion, Max West was trying everything he knew to catch just one fish, but it was all in vain.  

Even Ron Winnett, who has a reputation for being able to catch Whiting when nobody else can, couldn’t even get a 

bite from either worms and pippies.  Ron could be seen smiling but this was just a façade to hide his true feelings of 

total frustration. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Meg Johnson and Merle Cherry also braved the waters for quite some time before a hot cup of coffee lured them 

away from the water’s edge.  The cold conditions soon saw Gary Voss change from his summer clothes to his winter 

waders, although, the wintery conditions didn’t stop Mike Phillips from standing in the water for hours. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

At last! A fish!  Not quite the type we were after but at least it was something.  If fact there were four fish caught in 

total.  Gary caught a tiny swallow tail dart and a small whiting and Peter McGruddy and Amrat caught both caught 

whiting close to the mark but nowhere big enough to be legal. 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

It was good to see that Ron Winnett was sharing his experience and taking the time to teach Loris Ruben and John 

Davis some of the finer points of whiting fishing, especially seeing that Ron’s antique fishing rod was in excess of fifty 

years old and is only ever taken out in the surf on very special occasions. 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Max West was obviously protecting his reputation as last year’s whiting champion, when he was seen ordering 

Richard Caldararo to take his burley bag out of the water as this was obviously giving him an unfair advantage.  Ron 

Russell was trying to cool down the heated discussion, but it was easy to see by Max’s body language that he was 

standing his ground.  After successfully ordering Richard off the beach, Max just stood back smiling. 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Ron Russell had been trying so hard to fight the roaring sweep for hours, but every thirty seconds he would find his 

bait washed up on the beach.  Finally, Margie Gadd convinced Ron to give up and enjoy some of the delicious BBQ 

sausages that had been prepared for lunch.  Just the thought of a sausage put a smile on Ony’s face. 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Brian and Meg were happy to see the end of the competition and soon joined the rest of the members for a cup of hot 

coffee and a gourmet sausage. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

We are certainly lucky to live in such a beautiful country and be as one with nature on a beach with crystal clear water 

and white sand.  Having lunch under blue skies and sunshine after such a fierce competition, was a great way to finish 

the day and although there were no legal fish caught, everyone enjoyed the company and social atmosphere.   

 

A lucky draw prize was handed to Ron Russell; all the tackle and equipment was packed into the cars; a quick 

inspection to ensure that no rubbish was left behind, and the area was returned to its former beauty. 

 

 



 

 

Random Photos 

 
Phil and Alison enjoying the seafood in Norway 

Norwegian King Crab 
These giant crabs come straight from the Barents Sea in Norway. This population of species 
have been steadily increasing there as opposed to their native home in Alaska. They are 
difficult to come by as fishing regulations limit the catching quota. They can grow to have up 
to a 6 foot long leg-span. 

 

 
Trevor Plant is addicted to fishing-even in Croatia 

 

Gilthead Sea Bream (Sparus aurata) is the only species of sea bream which is currently farmed on a 

large scale. It is common throughout the Mediterranean and is also found along the Eastern 

Atlantic coasts, from the United Kingdom to the Canary Islands. Its Latin name comes from the 

characteristic golden band between its eyes. It can live in marine waters as well as in the brackish 

waters of coastal lagoons. Commonly seen in rocky or sandy bottoms, it can also be found in 

seagrass beds. During the spawning period (October to December), adults move into deeper 

waters. The young fry migrate to coastal or estuarine water in early spring. This species is 

hermaphrodite, maturing as a male throughout the first or second year of its life and then as a 

female throughout the second or third year. It feeds on molluscs, crustaceans and small fish. 



 

 

Eventful Evans Head

 
The Boys at Evan’s Head 

 

Every year approximately fourteen of our members drive down to Evan’s Head for a week in the 

hope of catching a few fish.  The first group of seven members share a house for the first week 

followed by another seven for the second week.  Keith Kable and John Casey normally stay for 

both weeks. 

 

This pilgrimage has been going on for many years, so all the planning, timing, groceries, outings 

and charters happen like clockwork.  The plan to stay for a week normally ensures that the 

weather will allow all members to go out on three charters, but this year was bit different. 

 

Just after the first group arrived the weather closed in and the wind was reported to be blowing at 

least 25 knots so the likelihood of going fishing was looking dim.  The charters are booked a year in 

advance, so the members are committed to go unless the weather prevents the 46-foot boat from 

leaving the harbour.  To complicate matters, one of the boys had come down with the flu so it  

wasn’t long before the majority of the others also became very sick and I mean very sick.   



 

 

 
The Boat 

 

Finally, after about five days of waiting and coughing, the wind had dropped to only 20 knots.  The 

boys had been cooped up in the house for almost a week so regardless of how they felt, they were 

going fishing.  The coastal bar at Evan’s Head is notoriously dangerous even in good weather but 

with the wind still blowing hard the crossing is definitely not for the faint hearted. 

 
The House 



 

 

After motoring out for an hour in very rough conditions, the boat had reached the reef where 

everyone was keen to start fishing.  The waves were bashing the boat around severely when a big 

wave caused Ron Russell to lose his footing, twisting his knee so badly that he dislocated his 

kneecap.  The pain was immense, but the boys kept fishing until another wave caused Trevor 

Bourke to fall backwards onto the corner of one of the metal seats.  With two of the crew totally 

incapacitated, the decision was made to go home. 

 

Amazingly, the second week was completely different.  Everyone was healthy, and the fishing was 

great.  Here are some of the many photos: 

 

            

            



 

 

 

  
 

  
Thank you to John Casey for these great photos 

 



 

 

Local Tuna Species 
 

A tuna swims with its mouth open, forcing water past its gills in a process called ram ventilation. 
Its gills have up to 30 times more surface area than those of other fish.  Respiratory systems of 
tunas are adapted to their high oxygen demand. Tunas are obligate ram ventilators: they drive 
water through their mouth, then over the gills, while swimming. It is this movement of oxygenated 
water over the gills that allows the fish to stay alive.   This means that tuna must keep swimming 
to allow the water to pass over the gills to ultimately to prevent suffocation.  As the tuna increases 
its energy need by swimming faster, water flows into the mouth and over the gills more quickly, 
increasing the oxygen uptake. 
 
The water temperature at Cape Moreton has almost reached 23 degrees so it won’t be long 
before the pelagic species arrive.  The bait fish have already arrived, and schools of large flying fish 
have been witnessed breaking the surface near Shallow Tempest as well as schools of smaller bait 
fish around Hutchies. 

 
As well as catching Dolphin fish, Mackerel, Wahoo and Marlin, you will most likely encounter a 
number of different tuna species.  Tuna can be caught in a number of ways but are most 
commonly caught of trolled lures.  Hard body and skirted lures are favourites but soft plastics 
account for a large percentage.  Here are a few of the local variety of tuna than are commonly 
caught in our waters each summer. 
 
Long Tail Tuna or Northern Bluefin Tuna (Thunnus tonggol) 

 
Paul Foote caught two Longtail tuna in as many hours

 



 

 

These fish are lean, smooth and streamline. Their pectorals and first dorsal fin have recesses in 
order to lay perfectly flat against the body. Longtail are coloured dark blue to black on their upper 
third, with the rest comprising of brilliant silver with small yellow finlets between their second 
dorsal and cordal fin.  
 
They are strong, fast and take off like a bullet when hooked. When targeting these fish, look for 
the presence of wheeling and diving terns and keep a close eye on their flight patterns as they 
often fly directly over pods of tuna. Pay particular attention to birds looking down and changing 
altitude continually. As a general rule the deeper the tuna schools the higher the birds will fly 
above them, then as the fish rise the birds begin to swoop or drop to a lower altitude. Surface 
feeding fish should be your primary targets, so always keep an eye on the horizon for splashing. 
 
When the tuna break the surface to feed they will often leave the water completely in their efforts 
to chase the bait fish.  Locating feeding tuna is the easy part, catching them is a whole new kettle 
of fish.  Most of the tuna schools seem to feed against the wind so if you position your boat up 
wind from them without charging at them at speed, they may swim towards you.  The emphasis is 
on may!  Leave your motor running as a sudden change in noise could spook the fish but whatever 
you do, don’t drive or troll through the school. 
 
Long casts with metal lures is a very effective way to hook them but make sure you select the 
smallest lure possible to get you into the school as these tuna normally feed on small whitebait, so 
a large lure may not match what they are feeding on. Choosing the correct lure is essential in 
providing consistent hook ups. When you cast your lure, try to land your casts past the school so 
they can be retrieved back past the noses of the fish. Casting five or six meters in front of the 
feeding fish can also prove very effective. 
 
Small soft plastics are my preferred method.  Keep your jig head as small as possible in order to 
keep the lure near the surface and retrieve with a slow erratic jerk.  You may also need to think 
about your rod and reel selection as you will quickly tire with heavy rods and reels.  A seven-foot 
light graphite rod with a 3000 or 4000 series reel will get your heart pumping especially if you 
spool your reel with three hundred meters of 30lbs braid.  Long tail tuna are clean fighters so 40lbs 
trace should be ample. 

Once a fish has engulfed your lure the battle is on. The first run of a longtail is something to 
behold, the sheer power and speed of these fish can leave you weak at the knees so don’t try to 
stop them.   Two hundred meters of your precious braid can leave your reel in seconds, but this 
will expend a lot of the tuna’s energy and make the rest of the fight a little easier the latter stages.  

Be prepared to take up any slack as a fish may run toward the boat. As the fish begins to tire it will 
generally fight a little deeper in the water, swimming in ever decreasing circles so keep your line 
away from your boat and motor.  

If you intend to keep your fish make sure you bleed the fish immediately upon capture. Bleed by 
inserting your knife behind the pectoral fin until blood begins to pour out. Tie a secure rope 
around the tail and hold them overboard until most of the blood has drained then place in your 
fish in an ice slurry.  

 

 



 

 

Mackerel Tuna (Euthynnus affinis) 

 
Ron Russell Caught this Mackerel Tuna at Hutchies 

 
Mackerel tuna can be easily recognised by the distinctive mackerel pattern located on the 
shoulder of the fish. They also have three to five small, black spots present below the pectoral fin. 
Mackerel tuna can grow to around 15kg in weight and measure around one meter in length 
although most average around 6 and 10kgs.  Although also inhabiting ocean waters, mackerel tuna 
prefer to stay close to the coast and juveniles are even found in bays and harbours.  It is a highly 
migratory species and frequently forms large schools which are often mixed with Long tail tuna.  
Targeting this species can be done in a similar method to the longtail tuna although small trolled 
lures often work well.  Mackerel tuna are mainly targeted for sport and not for their eating quality. 
 
Striped Tuna (Katsuwonus pelamis) 

 
Ron Winnett caught this Striped tuna near Flinders Reef 



 

 

 

Striped Tuna, also known as skipjack tuna, can be found in offshore waters throughout tropical 
and subtropical seas worldwide. These tunas are dark blue or purple on the back and silvery on 
their lower sides, with three to five dark longitudinal stripes on their lower flanks. Striped Tuna 
can be found throughout Australia's oceanic waters between the surface and the thermocline, and 
are common wherever water temperatures exceed 20°C. Like other tuna, they are warm blooded 
and have a very high metabolic rate. This means they need high levels of dissolved oxygen in the 
surrounding water in order to survive, and indeed water oxygen level is one of the most important 
oceanic features that influences their distribution (surpassed only by water temperature and food 
availability).  
Striped tuna lack a swim bladder and are ram ventilators so they have to continue swimming at a 
at all times in order to survive.  Striped Tuna have a voracious appetite and explains why they are 
seldom found far from schools of baitfish, squid, and other sources of food.   Although reported to 
reach a maximum size of around 110 cm and 30 kg, the average size is 2 - 5kg.   
 
Some data suggests that over 3 million tonnes of striped tuna / skipjack are taken annually by pole 
and line fisheries). It is also thought that the significant reductions in the numbers of natural 
predators such as marlin, sharks and larger tuna, mainly due to commercial fishing, has allowed 
skipjack populations to remain relatively unthreatened at this point in time. 

Leaping Bonito, Cybiosarda elegans 

Australian Bonito Sarda australis 

 

Bonito are one of only two tuna species to have teeth with the other being the mighty Dog tooth. 
They are similar in shape to a tuna and when fresh from the water have a bright green coloured 
back with black horizontal lines running along it which later turns to dark blue after death. Bonito 
are also covered in tiny scales that are similar to that of a tuna. Leaping Bonito are smaller in size 
than the Australian and have different black spots and shorter stripes running along their flanks. 
Leaping Bonito also have a black spot on their first dorsal fin making the two very easy to tell 
apart. Although little is known about the Leaping Bonito species, it appears to undertake a 
southerly migration along the east-coast each summer, ranging from Southern Queensland into 
NSW and northern Victorian waters.  The Australian Bonito is only found along the east coast of 
Australia.  
 



 

 

Bonitos are a predatory fish that will regularly take lures from shore or trolling. From the same 
family as mackerel, tuna, and Spanish mackerel tribes the Australian Bonito will put up a good 
fight on light gear.  Both Australian and Leaping bonito are great sport on light tackle and not only 
provide an entertaining tussle on light tackle but also make great bait when used fresh or salted 
and frozen down for later trips. Bonito also make excellent live and dead baits for larger game fish 
species such as marlin. They are in fact so good when fresh, that Bonito are the only species of fish 
which have accounted for marlin hook ups with thick, heavy, wire traces designed for big sharks. 
Nothing  
 
Very little is known about the growth rates and breeding cycles of bonito here in Australia this is 
possibly due to their poor recreational and commercial values although Bonito are a very 
underrated sport fish. Most Australian bonito average around 2 – 3kg with the smaller Leaping 
bonito variety averaging around 1kg. 
 
Both bonito inhabit cool, inshore, coastal waters with shallow reef and structure that hold large 
numbers of bait fish such as yellowtail, slimy mackerel, herring, squid or whiting. All a favourite 
part of a Bonito’s diet. Coastal rock walls and head lands are great places to locate Bonito from 
shore. 
 
Yellowfin Tuna (Thunnus albacares) 

 
Frank Oostenbroek caught this Yellowfin Tuna off Cape Moreton 

 

The yellowfin tuna is a fish built for speed and endurance. Its streamlined body is metallic dark 

blue on the back, blending into yellow or silver on the belly. The belly is patterned with numerous 

broken lines, and a vivid golden stripe runs along each side of the body, from the eye to the tail. 

The yellowfin tuna has two dorsal fins, the second one of which can be very long and is situated 

directly over the long anal fin. The pectoral fins, those found on each side of the body, are also 

long, often reaching beyond the space between the two dorsal fins. The fins can be retracted so 

that water flows even more smoothly over its body when swimming. Tiny fins, (or finlets), run 

down the top and bottom side of the body, from the second dorsal fin and the anal fin to the tail. 

These finlets, along with the dorsal and anal fins, are bright yellow, giving this fish its common 

https://www.arkive.org/yellowfin-tuna/thunnus-albacares/#GlossaryTerm3
https://www.arkive.org/yellowfin-tuna/thunnus-albacares/#GlossaryTerm1
https://www.arkive.org/yellowfin-tuna/thunnus-albacares/#GlossaryTerm5
https://www.arkive.org/yellowfin-tuna/thunnus-albacares/#GlossaryTerm3


 

 

name. The finlets are bordered by a narrow black band.  The yellowfin tuna is a schooling fish, and 

has a strong tendency to aggregate with fish of the same size, rather than just school with other 

yellowfin tunas. They can often be seen swimming near the surface with other tunas, such as 

skipjack tuna and bigeye tuna. Large yellowfin tunas have also been seen with porpoises or 

dolphins, particularly the spotted, spinner and common dolphins. Schools of yellowfin tuna under 

floating debris are also often observed. 

This powerful swimmer is an opportunistic predator, feeding on a wide variety of fish, squid, 

cuttlefish, octopus, shrimp, lobster and oceanic crabs. Some of the fish consumed include pilchard, 

anchovy, mackerel, and even other tunas. They apparently locate their food simply by sight, as 

they search for food primarily in the surface waters during daylight. 

 

Bigeye Tuna (Thunnus obesus) 

Bigeye tuna are bigger than Albacore and skipjack. They are a highly migratory fish that roam all the world’s 

oceans in tropical and subtropical zones. Bigeye have a metallic, dark blue back and white belly. Their first 

fin on their back is deep yellow and the rest are a pale yellow. Their finlets are bright yellow with black 

edges, which distinguishes them from the yellowfin. They have streamlined, torpedo-shaped bodies 

adapted to fast and continuous swimming. With a high fat content, the reddish-pink meat of the bigeye is 

prized by sashimi lovers. 

Bigeye tuna have a life span of seven to eight years and reach reproductive maturity at around three years. 

The species is very productive, spawning throughout the year in tropical waters and seasonally in cooler 

waters. Females can spawn almost daily, releasing millions of eggs.  Juvenile bigeye stay close to the 

surface, but move into deeper water as they mature. They grow quickly reaching about 6.5 feet in length. 

They are also known to gather around drifting flotsam (natural floating debris). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Albacore Tuna (Thunnus alalonga) 

 
This Albacore was caught just north of Cape Moreton 

 

Albacore is one of the smallest members of the tuna family and a highly migratory fish that roams 

all the world’s tropical and temperate oceans. This tuna species is often marketed as "white tuna" 

in supermarkets and is mostly canned. 

A metallic, dark blue back and dusky to silvery white belly distinguishes the Albacore tuna. The fish 

has exceptionally long pectoral fins – as much as 30 percent of the tuna’s total length – and have 

streamlined, torpedo-shaped bodies adapted to fast and continuous swimming. The average 

market size is between 10 and 40 pounds (4.5 to 18 kg). Albacore has a delicate flavour and 

famously light pink flesh that turns ivory or creamy white when cooked.  

Albacore tuna have a life span of 11 to 12 years, but they reach reproductive maturity at around 

five to six years. At this point, spawning occurs – usually from March to July, but some evidence 

suggests albacore spawn multiple times a year. During spawning, females produce between 

800,000 and 2.6 million eggs, broadcasting them near the sea surface where they are fertilized. 

The tiny eggs (1 mm in diameter) remain buoyant by an enclosed oil droplet and develop very 

rapidly after spawning. They hatch within 24 to 48 hours. Juvenile tuna remains in the spawning 

grounds until their second year when, during spring, they begin the northern migration up the 

North American coast. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Joke of the Month 

A father buys a lie detector robot that slaps people when they lie. He decides to test it out at 

dinner one night. The father asks his son what he did that afternoon. The son says, “I did some 

schoolwork.” The robot slaps the son. The son says, “Ok. Ok. I was at a friend’s house watching 

movies.” Dad asks, “What movie did you watch?” Son says, “Toy Story.” The robot slaps the 

son. Son says. “Ok. Ok. We were watching porn.” Day says, “What? At your age I didn’t even 

know what porn was.” The robot slaps the father. Mom laughs and says, “Well, he certainly is 

your son.” The robot slaps the mother. 

Robot for sale! 

 

 Paddy and Murphy are working on a building site. Paddy says to Murphy “I’m gonna have the 

day off. I’m gonna pretend I’m mad!” He climbs up the rafters, hangs upside down and shouts 

“I’m a light bulb! …. I’m a light bulb!” Murphy watches in amazement! The foreman shouts 

“Paddy you’re mad, go home.” So he leaves the site. Murphy starts packing his kit up to leave 

as well. “Where the hell are you going?” asks the Foreman. “I can’t work in the friggin dark!” 

says Murphy. 

 

Thinking back a few years, living in Darwin. I remember Cyclone Tracey. I was ready for it, but 

my wife was not. When the wind reached a screaming pitch with the trees snapping and 

threshing, the horizontal streaming rain, flying roofing iron and destroyed fences, as well as the 

un-nerving sound levels, my wife was rooted to the spot. She stared and stared through the glass 

of the window. Immovable, with her nose pressed to the window pane, the stark fear in her eyes 

will stay with me forever. Fortunately, as the eye of the storm arrived, and the winds 

temporarily lessened, I was able to open the door and let her in. 

 

 

 



 

 

New Sponsors 

In the last month Sheila has approached a few businesses around Bribie and the response has 

been fantastic.  These new sponsors have offered their support. 

Le Petit Paris is super excited to announce our 
brand-new store opening on Bribie Island!  
 You'll find Le Petit Paris Bakery inside the main 
Bribie Island Shopping centre.  Here you'll find a 
wide range of beautiful French delicacies to 
dance wonders on your tongues.  We have 
plenty of mouth-watering items filling this place 
including our Traditional Crêpes and Pastries, 
along with a few little extras like Create your 
own Crêpe Baguette or Croissant. That's right, 

you want to put an egg and some chicken on a croissant? You can!  Le Petit Paris came to life when 
two young Southern French men saw an opportunity to bring to life what Brisbane was missing 
out on, with French flavours and culture. Bakery Lane was the perfect scene for their idea as it 
reminded them of the little alley ways back home in France.  
 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 This is definitely a prize for the ladies.  If 

you are lucky enough to win this prize, 

expect a little pampering with a cut, 

shampoo and blow dry to keep you looking 

good. 

 

 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Feet Ease Podiatry offers a full range of 
podiatry services for adults, children, 
sportspeople and those with additional 
conditions such as osteoarthritis and 
diabetes.   

Les visits Bribie Island every Friday 

 



 

 

There is always a reason for celebration and a 

few bottles of sparkling wine from BWS at 

Banksia Beach will make just another reason 

to celebrate.. Thank you for your kind 

donation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Most of us normally donate to the Government all our lives, so we would like to thank Simone 

Wilson for offering to sponsor us by donating a hamper for our Trophy Night. 

 

 
Thank you to Steve Hamilton and Jodie Beresford for their kind donation. 

 

 
Woolworths is a massive Australian Company but not to big to sponsor our tiny club 

Thank you to Brad at the main centre store and Charles at Woolworths Banksia Beach. 



 

 

Those who Support Our Club 
The Bribie RSL Fishing Club provides a real service to the community by extending the hand of 

friendship not only to the fisher men and women with a common interest, but also to the many 

residents of Bribie Island and the surrounding area who would otherwise lead a lonely existence.   

Currently our club has approximately eighty members of whom only twenty to thirty are regular 

fisher people. 

Without the ability to raise the necessary funds, our 

club would not be able to exist, so through the 

generosity of the Bribie RSL Club, members of our club 

are able to raise the finances required by conducting 

meat tray raffles on a Thursday night from June until 

January of each year. In addition, the Bribie Island RSL 

Club supports us in very substantial and significant 

ways – use of facilities at the Sports Club for our 

monthly presentation BBQ’s, use of the ANZAC room for our monthly general meetings and very 

importantly, a $20 voucher each month for our member’s draw. Many thanks Bribie Island RSL 

Club – we really do appreciate your support.  

 

There are also occasions where we have the ability to raffle other prizes that have been kindly 

donated by our local businesses. The prizes that have been donated are actually great prizes that 

provide a real benefit to the people lucky enough to win them. 

 

Owners of Browns Mitre 10 

on Bribie Island, Michael and 

Samantha Brown have very 

kindly agreed to support us 

by donating a $20 gift card 

each month to be used as a 

raffle prize at our monthly 

general meeting. In addition, 

they have offered a 5% 

discount on all fishing, 

marine and bait goods when 

members show their Bribie 

Island RSL Fishing Club member identification at time of purchase. Browns Mitre 10 is a Wilsons 

fishing tackle distributor. If members provide a Wilsons product number for the item they wish to 

purchase and it is not in store, Michael will order it for you. This is a great service. In addition, 

Michael has offered to provide better pricing for group buys or for certain high turnover items. 

Thank you, Browns Mitre 10 Bribie Island. 

 

 



 

 

Steve Kelly from Mr Minute is 

a very keen fisherman who has 

supported the club for a 

number of years.  Steve has 

generously donated numerous 

prizes including Leatherman 

tools and a number of Led 

Lenser LED flashlights/torches.  

Led Lenser is well known as 

one of the best names in 

quality LED torches and they 

also command a high price. 

Thank you Steve. 

 

 

 

A number of discount vouchers 

have been donated by MODE 

Hairdressing for the last few 

years.  It is nice to have a prize 

that can be utilised by the 

ladies. 

 

 

Pacific Harbour Golf Club has 

donated quite a few gift 

vouchers for 18 holes of golf 

with a buggy for the last few 

years and have supported our 

club again for 2017.  These 

prizes are greatly appreciated 

and are highly valued by the 

players. 

 

BRIBIE PASSAGE KIOSK & BOAT HIRE 

Kate and John McAuliffe have 

been sponsors of our club for 

many years and have donated 

many great prizes for our 

fishing competitions. Kate and 

John’s support is ongoing and 

provide a valuable resource as 

our primary weigh in station. 

 



 

 

Renee Monck has kindly offered to donate a thirty-dollar 

meal voucher to the Bribie Island RSL Social Fishing Club 

on a monthly basis. If you would like to experience one of 

the best meals on Bribie Island, Call Eats Bistro on 

(07)3408 7021 to book your table. Eats Bistro is located in 

the Solander Lake Bowls Club, 70 Sunderland Drive, Banksia Beach. 

Hypnotic Fashion has 

been supporting our 

club for a few years 

now, so if you are 

after ladies’ fashion 

for all ages please 

drop by. After ten 

years of being 

located in the Bribie 

Island Shopping 

Centre, Hypnotic 

Fashion decided to relocate to bigger premises on Benabrow Avenue. The new premises have been 

totally renovated and they have sourced out the latest fashion and accessories at great prices so 

have a look at the new look HYPNOTIC FASHION BOUTIQUE. 

                                                                                                                    

Rodney Fleming, owner of The Coffee Club, is very supportive of our 

club and has donated vouchers for our use in our raffles. Most 

recently he gave generously for our Trophy Night. The Coffee Club not 

only has really beaut coffee, but also cakes and tantalizing tarts and 

tasty and delicious meals. Breakfast at The Coffee Club on Sunday 

mornings with the eggs in the way you like them, bacon and smashed 

avocado is an experience you must have. You know the line – “Where 

will I meet you?” 

 

For several years, the Club has been purchasing seafood vouchers 

from Spinnaker Seafood Market for our Thursday night raffles 

at the RSL. Now, we receive a discount on the cost of the vouchers 

which is a big help to our fundraising effort – many thanks 

Spinnaker Seafood Market. The restaurant is on the corner of Bribie 

Island Road and Spinnaker Drive at Sandstone Point. There is plenty 

of parking; they are licenced; they are right beside the marina and 

the fish and chips are to die for. Try the grilled cod and mild curry sauce – your taste buds will 

rattle. 

We thank you all for your ongoing support. 

 


