
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 2016 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2016 
PRESIDENT:    Ron Russell   0427 376 963 
VICE-PRESIDENT:   Michael Phillips   0417 418 623 
SECRETARY:    Peter McGruddy   0428 107 486 

TREASURER:    Trevor Plant   0439 407 653   
WEIGHMASTER:     Richard Caldararo  0409 011 940   

WEIGHMASTER’S ASSISTANT: Ron Winnett   0418 881 419  

CATERING CO-ORDINATOR: Margaret Phillips  0425 648 623 

CATERING ASSISTANT:  Margaret Steptoe  0412 746 441 

PUBLICITY OFFICER:   Frank Oostenbroek  0401 694 111 

MERCHANDISERS:   Sandra Casey   0448 242 448 

WEBMASTER:    Frank Oostenbroek  0401 694 111 

 

Correspondence to:    The Secretary 

       Bribie Island R.S.L. Fishing Club 

       PO Box 297 Bribie Island  QLD  4507 

Important Reminders 
 

September  Members 
Meeting 

12th September 7:00pm 
 

Weigh In  
Saturday, 24

th
 September 6pm 

 

Tweed Heads Weekend 
Competition 

15
th

 – 16
th

 October  

 
Fishing Club Web Site 

www.bribierslfishingclub.com 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

12
th

 September Member’s Meeting 7:00pm  

 

Monthly BBQ Sports Club 25
th

 September 2016 4:00pm 

 

15
th

 – 16
th

 October Tweed Heads Weekend Competition 

 

         

 



 

 

 

From the President’s Desk… 

Hello everyone. Well some good fishing has been achieved this month. The BBQ Soup 

Day for our end of month was a good event with good prizes going to our winners. Bit 

hard to catch up to Frank with such an outstanding month for him. He certainly 

caught some good fish. Well done to Kerryn for a mighty month in shore. Have to say 

a big thank you to those who cooked the soups – they were all so tasty. Not sure but there must have 

been 10 or 11 or so soups there. 

Marg and I went to Fraser Island for a week in August. We did okay but not as good as in previous years. 

No flathead and no jewies. There was a fair bit of snotty weed in the water down the Eurong/Happy 

Valley end. Once again I proved that I can’t catch beach worms and again had to resort to buying them off 

Lucky the worm man. The pippies were in abundance. On the Thursday prior to going home on the Friday, 

we travelled north to get away from the weed and fished a large gutter right on the northern end of the 

Maheno wreck. Not too much doing in the middle of the gutter so we moved to the end right near the 

wreck. I launched a pillie and must have lobbed it right on a tailor’s head because he shot straight up out 

of the water. I guess this is one way to see if the fish are there. For an hour or so they were “on” with a 

fish for each bait. This was great until at about 10am the wind front hit at about 90-100km/hr. So endeth 

the fishing for the day and the remainder of our time on the island. Still, we had another great time up 

there – living by the tides, the fishing and the skinny caps and pies at the bakery. 

Good to see Michael and Margaret home safely after an extensive trip overseas. Also good to see Dianne 

and Richard home safely after a fun time at Karumba and all points in between. Guess who had to show 

the charter skipper up there how to catch a flathead. Apparently flathead just isn’t usually caught in 

Karumba waters. Isn’t it good to see Josie up and around now and back to helping at the Thursday night 

raffles at the RSL. Speaking of the raffles – thank you all so far for making the raffles a big success. We are 

doing very well and it is usually a fun time especially after the draw in the Sports Bar. Last week (as I write 

this) was a challenge when the draw machine didn’t want to play ball and then the know-all gent there 

decided he knew best and made it worse. Glad Donna from the RSL was there to get it going. 

Your committee met today to cover off on a number of things but most of all our end of year Christmas 

and trophy night to be held at the RSL on the 10th of December. It promises to offer a good time to all. At 

our meeting on the 12th of this month, I will be asking that you indicate your intention to attend the night 

so we can get a feel for the numbers. Please be aware that the cost per member will be $10 and for non-

members $25. 

I thought the presentation by Qld Boating and Fisheries officers Brett, Tom, Tony and Kerry at our August 

meeting was just excellent. It was informative and interesting, giving us an insight into the legislation and 

regulations and their application. I would have liked to have had a solution to the seemingly inactive crab 

pot situation out the front causing boaties navigation issues particularly at night but I will follow that up 

with Brett and Tom later. 

Doesn’t John Casey look good with the NAFA hat! 

Best wishes to all of you who are celebrating or who have celebrated a birthday or some other milestone 

event. 

I hope all of your target fish are big and hungry. 

Cheers 

Ron 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Weighmaster’s Report 

September is another month of restricted species whereby the inshore fishers will seek to catch the finest 

quality whiting that the Pumicestone Passage has to offer and the offshore fishos will be seeking the biggest 

snapper.  This will be a real opportunity for all those fisherpeople to try your hardest as many of the offshore 

boys are too tired from catching all those big fish on last week’s charter and a number of the other boys will 

be away at Evan’s Head.   

 

The results for the August Competition 2016 competition are as follows: 

 

 

OFFSHORE: 

 

Ladies Winner: N/A    Men’s Winner:   Frank Oostenbroek 64.32 Points 

Ladies Runner-up: N/A    Men’s Runner-up: Mike Phillips           8.83 Points   

  

INSHORE: 

 

Ladies Winner: Kerryn Cochrane    106 Points Men’s Winners:  Trevor Plant               59 Points 

Ladies Runner-up: Tina Patterson         72 Points Men’s Winners:  Richard Patterson        42 Points 

     

  

Lucky Draw:  IDK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

BRIBIE ISLAND RSL FISHING CLUB 

CALENDAR  2016 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 

12
th   

Members Meeting RSL 7.00pm * 

28th Aug- 24th Sep     Inshore Monthly Comp - Whiting 

Offshore Monthly Comp - Snapper 

25th                   BBQ- 4:00pm Sports Club 

Weigh in – Saturday 24th 6pm 

OCTOBER 

 

10th                      Members Meeting RSL 7.00pm* 

15
th

 -16
th

              Tweed Heads (weekend away) 

Hacienda Holiday Park 

25th Sep -29th Oct   Inshore & Offshore Monthly Comps 

30th                       BBQ- 4:00pm Sports Club 

Weigh in – Saturday 29th 6pm 

 

NOVEMBER 

 

12
th

   Somerset Fresh Water Fishing Comp 

14th                       Members Meeting RSL 7.00pm* 

30th Oct-19th Nov      Inshore & Offshore Monthly Comps 

27th                   BBQ- 4:00pm Sports Club 

Weigh in –Saturday 19th 6pm 

 

DECEMBER 

 

10
th

                    Trophy night 

12th                     Members Meeting RSL 7:00pm * 

19th Nov – 31st Dec   Inshore & Offshore Monthly Comps 

Weigh in –Saturday 31st 6pm 

 

 

*Members Meetings are held in the 

Anzac room of the RSL Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

HOLIDAY PARK 

TWEED HEADS 

300/37 Chinderah Bay Drive 

Chinderah  

Ph 02 66741245 

Friday 15th -16th October  

Price 2 nights: Members $130:00 2 Adults 

Ensuite self contained Cabins 

Saturday night BBQ included 

Please bring own linen 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Joke of the Month 

 

ITS ALL IN THE PERSPECTIVE: Dorothy and Edna, two “senior” widows, are talking. Dorothy 

says: ‘That nice George Johnson asked me out for a date.  I know you went out with him last 

week, and I wanted to talk with you about him before I give him my answer.” 

Edna said: “Well, I tell you. He shows up at my house punctually at 7pm, dressed like such a 

gentleman in a fine suit, and he brings me such beautiful flowers! Then he takes me downstairs 

and what’s there – a limousine, uniformed chauffeur and all. The he takes me out for dinner; a 

marvellous dinner, lobster, champagne, dessert, and after-dinner drinks. Then we go see a 

show. Let me tell you Dorothy, I enjoyed it so much I could have just died from pleasure! So 

then we come back to my apartment and he turns into an ANIMAL! Completely crazy, he tears 

off my expensive new dress and has his way with me, three times!!!” 

Dorothy: “Goodness gracious! So you are telling me I shouldn’t go out with him?” 

Edna says: “No, no, no, I’m just saying, wear an old dress!!” 

 

Guess who? (Can’t? – Ask George!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know? An 

EPIRB is a small electronic 

device that when 

activated, can help search 

and rescue authorities 

pinpoint your position. 

Once activated, it will 

transmit a continuous 

signal for 48 hours. 

All boats and tenders 

must carry a 406 MHz 

EPIRB when operating 

beyond partially smooth 

waters and more than 2 

nautical miles from land. 

See page 23 of the 

Recreational Boating and 

Fishing guide for our area. 

 



 

 

SWAINS REEF TRIP – AUGUST 2016 

by Mike Phillips 

Five members of the Bribie Island RSL Fishing Club: Paul Foote, Henry Peiro, Elvin Lock, Peter 

McGruddy and myself set off early on the Thursday morning and headed for our overnight stay 

in Gladstone prior to boarding our charter boat, the MV Kanimbla.  I had organised this charter 

for a week out on the Swains Reef, which is part of the Great Barrier Reef, together with thirteen 

other guys. 

Everyone except Paul had been before and this would be my 17th trip on the same boat.  The first 

time I travelled on the Kanimbla made a lasting impression on me and I knew that this would be 

the boat I wanted to always go on. I am sure that everyone else felt the same way as many of the 

crew had done numerous previous trips. 

The drive up was uneventful and after checking in to the caravan park cabins, we visited the local 

club for drinks and dinner. 

The next morning we headed into town for breakfast before heading to the boat to unload our 

gear. The rest of the crew turned up at various times throughout the morning and we adjourned 

to the Yacht club for lunch; a lovely spot on the banks of the harbour. 

During the afternoon we rigged our rods and settled in. Following the obligatory safety briefing, 

we left the harbour and headed out. We left a little later this year, around 6.00pm because the 

tide was very low and the captain, Steve, wanted a bit more water under him. 

The trip out was pretty good but we did hit a few lumps. Everyone was in bed fairly early and we 

were all up early the next morning as we started to go through the reef.  

After breakfast we pulled up at sweetlip reef where we had often fished before. It was not long 

before the dories were in the water. The dories are 4.5m Webster Twin fishers with 30 HP 

Yamaha motors, some with electric start, and are equipped with VHF radios, a GPS/Sounder and 

AIS as well as flares and all the safety equipment. 

We headed out for the morning session but unfortunately it was just after the full moon and fish 

were hard to come by. This was the first time ever that I had a session where I did not get one 

keeper fish. No-one did very well and nor did those who stayed on Kanimbla who went drifting 

over the shoals. 

It was back to the Kanimbla for a lovely lunch and then the dories went out again for the 

afternoon session which was bit better all round. All dories have to be back by 5.00pm. At the 

end of the day we had managed to get 62 trays of fish. This was a far cry from last year and our 

worst day for the trip. 

After our showers we had dinner, while the boat motored up to Taiwan reef where it anchored 

for the night. 

Early the next morning, while we were having breakfast the boat moved a short distance up to 

Hook reef, which I can’t ever remember fishing before. 



 

 

 

Elvin Lock with a massive Green Job Fish 

It was not long before the dories were in the water and we headed off to find the fish. Some of 

us fished the deeper water and some headed into the shallows. Fishing the shallows is very 

different. You are casting unweighted or lightly weighted pilchards onto coral bommies and 

letting them float down the face of the bommie. When/if the fish hits you skull drag them to the 

boat. No drag on your reel, because if you give them an inch they bust you up on the coral. 

While those of us in the dories were slogging it out, the others remained on the Kanimbla were 

lapping up scones and cream! 

Finally on Sunday, the catch improved and by the end of the day we had another 111 trays of 

fillets as well as a start of the whole trout we were keeping. 

Early Monday morning we motored up to Half Moon reef, with the trolling lines out every time 

we motored between reefs. I have lost track of what we trolled up and when but suffice to say 

we got some spanish mackerel which we kept and shark mackerel, which we didn’t. 

Half Moon reef has fished very well on previous trips but this time it failed us and we only 

finished up with another 74 trays for hard days fishing. The sharks made it hard and everyone 

lost a lot of fish and sinkers to the sharks. Over the week we lost about 250 half pound sinkers. 

The captain, Steve, had been going out every lunchtime in one of the dories to chase crayfish.  

Steve had also taken a couple of our crew out with him to experience the snorkelling out on the 

reefs. 



 

 

 

Some of the Cray fish caught by Captain Steve 

 

Henry Peiro with a red throat emperor 



 

 

 

 

A very happy Mike Phillips with two red throat emperor 

Tuesday morning early saw us heading to an un-named reef called 22-123, that once again I 

cannot remember fishing before. Some of us anchored up on the drop-off to try and get the red 

throat emperor on the bite and we did manage a few until the sharks came around and bit off 

every decent fish we had on. I managed to land 3 undersize (just) red emperor during the 

afternoon. Despite the abundance of sharks we managed to increase the tray count by another 

91 trays. 

Tuesday evening was the special dinner evening. Every year Kanimbla puts on a seafood 

smorgasbord that would put most 5 star hotels to shame; Prawns, crayfish, sashimi, fish pie, 

trout wings, battered fish etc. etc. Everyone had great feed and we could not eat it all. 

By Wednesday morning I had been out in the dories for 4 straight 

days and decided to spend a day back on Kanimbla, drifting the 

shoals. Peter and Paul were fearless heading out into the dories yet 

again. 

On a couple of occasions the trip out in the dories to the drifting 

grounds had been through some big swells, up to 4 or 5 metres but 

the dories handle it well, if driven carefully. 



 

 

Sometimes it is possible to head over the reef if there is enough water over it, rather than 

around it to get to the drifting grounds. One day Peter thought that there was enough water and 

there was until you got to the facing break where Peter managed to park the dory on top of the 

reef and the next wave broke over it and partially “filled” the dory with water. Fortunately he 

gunned the motor on the next wave and they got off safely. 

After drying out the boat they fished for the session. It is easy to empty the boat of any water 

that comes in trough the scuppers. 

On Wednesday we fished Dog Bone reef. By this time the effects of the full moon were starting 

to wane and the fishing definitely improved with some good catches of coral trout coming in as 

well as the usual red throat emperor and venus tusk fish. We still lost a lot of fish to sharks but 

finished the day with another 129 trays. 

Our last fishing session was at Have a Chat reef, 

where we had certainly never fished before but 

after our morning session, we all want to go back 

there again. At the start of the day we were 

wondering whether we would get enough coral 

trout for everyone to bring home 2 fish each but we 

need not have worried as I think we got more coral 

trout that day than any other session. Elvin was 

very unfortunate as he hooked a huge Red Emperor 

and was getting tired fighting it, so one of the 

newer deckies took his rod and brought it up to the 

surface. There it was at about 15kg and beat. The 

deckie decided to lift it into the boat rather than net 

it or gaff it and when he did, the hook straightened 

and the fish was lost. Needless to say the deckie 

was not very popular with Elvin.  

    Sharks are a constant problem 

The morning session was slightly extended to 1.00 pm as it was the last session before we 

headed home. The deckies were busy cleaning up and filleting all the fish before we left and we 

finished up with another 101 trays for the morning. Certainly our best session of the week. 

About 2.30 the boat turned for home and we had a fairly pleasant trip till about half way home 

when we managed to find quite a few bumps to hit while were in bed. 

We docked at about 4.00am and had a nice breakfast before disembarking and collecting our 

cars from the lock-up. The deckies unloaded our fish.  They sort it all out on a day by day basis, 

giving equal numbers of each type of fish to each fisherman, and everyone gets a milk crate of 

fish and their whole fish. It only takes a few minutes to unload , unlike some of the other boats 

that go to Swains where the fish is unloaded in bulk onto the jetty and then has to be sorted 

between the fishermen (with the resulting arguments). We all finished up with 32 trays of fillets 

and 2 whole coral trout. 



 

 

 

A very keen Paul Foote caught this red throat emperor in a tropical downpour 

 



 

 

 

We then headed back to Bribie , stopping for a coffee on the way and getting home around mid-day. 

Another great trip and everyone saying they want to go again next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Those who Support Our Club 
The Bribie RSL Fishing Club provides a real service to the community by extending the hand of 
friendship not only to the fisher men and women with a common interest, but also to the many 
residents of Bribie Island and the surrounding area who would otherwise lead a lonely existence.   
Currently our club has approximately eighty members of whom only twenty to thirty are regular 
fisherpeople. 
 

   
Without the ability to raise the necessary funds, our club would not be able to exist, so through the 

generosity of the Bribie RSL Club, members of our club are able to raise the finances required by 

conducting meat tray raffles on a Thursday night from June until January of each year. In addition, 

the Bribie Island RSL Club supports us in very substantial and significant ways – use of facilities at the 

Sports Club for our monthly presentation BBQ’s, use of the ANZAC room for our monthly general 

meetings and very importantly, a $20 voucher each month for our member’s draw. Many thanks 

Bribie Island RSL Club – we really do appreciate your support.  

 

There are also occasions where we have the ability to raffle other prizes that have been kindly 

donated by our local businesses. The prizes that have been donated are actually great prizes that 

provide a real benefit to the people lucky enough to win 

them.  

Owners of Browns Mitre 10 on Bribie Island, Michael and Samantha Brown have very kindly agreed 

to support us by donating a $20 gift card each month to be used as a raffle prize at our monthly 

general meeting. In addition, they have offered a 5% discount on all fishing, marine and bait goods 

when members show their Bribie Island RSL Fishing Club member identification at time of purchase. 

Browns Mitre 10 is a Wilsons fishing tackle distributor. If members provide a Wilsons product 

number for the item they wish to purchase and it is not in store, Michael will order it for you. This is a 

great service. In addition, Michael has offered to provide better pricing for group buys or for certain 

high turnover items. Thank you Browns Mitre 10 Bribie Island. 



 

 

 

 
 

We have some fantastic support in our community and we really appreciate all the help that our 

local businesses have provided but there is one company who just keeps on giving.  Danny Payne, 

who owns Outback Adventures in Morayfield, has provided us with countless gifts over the last few 

years and continues to offer on-going support on a daily basis by providing our members a discount 

on all fishing gear.  We really do appreciate the friendly service that Danny, Ken and all staff give us. 

Many thanks Outback Adventures. 

 

Some other recent prizes include: 

 
 

Eyewear Plus has donated a fantastic pair of quality polaroid sunglasses that any fisherperson would 

have loved to own.  They have also provided us with a couple of lens cleaning spray bottles and 

appropriate cloths.  

 

  
 

Steve Kelly from Mr Minute is also a very keen fisherman who has supported the club for a number 

of years.  Steve has generously donated a number of Led Lenser LED flashlights/Torches.  Led Lenser 

is well known as of the best names in quality LED torches and they also command a high price. 

 

 
A number of discount vouchers have been donated by MODE Hairdressing.  It is nice to have a prize 

that can be utilised by the ladies. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
Pacific Harbour Golf Club has donated quite a few gift vouchers for 18 holes of golf with a buggy for 

the last few years and although there are only a few members of the club who play golf, the prizes 

are greatly appreciated and are highly valued by the players. 

 

 

BRIBIE PASSAGE KIOSK & BOAT HIRE 

  
 

Kate and John McAuliffe have been sponsors of our club for many years and have donated many 

great prizes for our fishing competitions.  Kate and John’s support is ongoing and provide a valuable 

resource as our primary weigh in station. 

 

BBQ Boat Hire Bribie Island 

 

Ian and Bronwyn recently donated a voucher for an 8 person BBQ boat for a day as a prize for our 

raffle. Margie Gadd won it. Last year they did a similar thing and Tim Holt won it at the Trophy 

Presentation night. Many thanks BBQ Boat Hire. They are located at the Pacific Harbour Marina. 

Please consider them for your bbq boat hire needs. 

 

 We thank you all for your ongoing support. 


