
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
SEPTEMBER 2017 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2017 
 

PRESIDENT:     Ron Russell   0427 376 963 
VICE-PRESIDENT:    Keith Kable   0419 644 709 
SECRETARY:     George Dragon  0422 870 245 
TREASURER:    Trevor Plant   0439 407 653  
WEIGHMASTER:      Peter McGruddy   0428 107 486 

WEIGHMASTER’S ASSISTANT:  Ron Winnett   0418 881 419  
CATERING CO-ORDINATOR:  Richard Caldararo  0409 011 940 
CATERING ASSISTANT:   John Casey   0409 893 731 
PUBLICITY OFFICER:   Frank Oostenbroek  0401 694 111 
MERCHANDISERS:    Sandra Casey   0448 242 448 

WEBMASTER:    Frank Oostenbroek  0401 694 111 

 

Correspondence to:  

The Secretary Bribie Island R.S.L. Fishing Club PO Box 297 Bribie Island QLD  4507 

 

Important Reminders 
 

General Meeting 
11th September 7:00pm 

 
Coffee At Spinnaker’s 

1st October 2017 
 

Tweed Heads 
Weekend Away 

13th – 15th October 2017 
 

Fishing Club Web Site 
www.bribierslfishingclub.com 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Coffee at Spinnaker’s  1st October 2017 
 

Weekend Away at Tweed Heads 13th – 15 October 2017 
 

Somerset Dam 1 Day Fishing Competition 15th November 2017 

 

 

        

 



 

 

From the President’s Desk…Hello everyone. Well the weather has 

been much better and so lots of us have been getting out and doing some 

fishing. The flathead have been firing with many weighed in. Of course, this is 

the flathead breeding time so there are many about and of a good size. Please 

remember though, if you get plenty, return the bigger ones to the water 

safely as they are likely to be breeding females. Please also remember that 

dusky flathead minimum legal length is 40cm and maximum legal length is 

75cm with a bag limit of 5 per person. The distinguishing feature of the dusky 

is the spot on the tail. Also, around in good numbers and pretty fair size are 

tailor. They really do run hard so the fight is exhilarating and fun. Best to 

target them with a pilchard and gang hooks so they have less chance of biting you off. Well done to Carole 

Winnett for the 1kg plus bream she caught. That size bream is an aspiration of mine which I haven’t 

reached yet. 

How about the trip to Outback Spectacular? It was a great day – the bus trip to and from was easy and 

enjoyable and the show really was something. It was good to have members’ guests join us – John and 

Cindy (Club sponsors and friends of Sheila and Frank), Dianne and Darryl with Carole and Ron, and Pauline 

and Max with Merle and Chris.  I don’t know about others who went, but it was quite an emotional 

moment when Lee Kernaghan and the others sang the Spirit of the ANZACs. Many thanks to the Social 

Committee for organizing the fund raising (Trash and Treasure stall) to help with member costs and 

making the arrangements – and especially Rosemary for managing the numbers and collecting the dollars. 

The Committee met this week. One of the aspects that was debated and decided is the introduction of 

more flexible options for members to pay for events. Cash is still an option, however, you can now make a 

direct deposit into the Club’s bank account either by internet banking or by going into Westpac and 

making a deposit over the counter. In all cases of direct deposit, it is important that you annotate the 

code for the event and your name. Frank is going to include codes for each event in the calendar along 

with the bank account details. This new process means you won’t necessarily have to chase Monsewer Le 

Treasurrrrrrer and Rosemary to pay cash. Trevor will issue receipts once he has reconciled the bank 

entries. You may recall the annual chaos on AGM night as we all try to pay our membership renewals so 

we can vote. That can be minimized if we do a direct deposit before the event making it a lot easier on the 

Treasurer.  

Sunday the 17th is our local half day fishing get together chasing whiting. It was to be at Red Beach 

however, we have moved it closer to Woorim as facilities are much better there. Similar to the Banksia 

Beach day, it should be fun. Frank has put a flyer in this newsletter to give you the relevant information. 

The end of year Trophy Night was to be on Saturday the 9th of December. Please note that because of 

booking difficulties, it will now be on Sunday the 10th and should be a big, fun night.  

As the end of the year looms, it comes time to think about management of the Club for next year. Please 

give some thought to taking a position on the Committee. New ideas are always welcome and of course 

more hands make light work. 

May all your target fish be hungry and big.  Happy birthday to all of you celebrating in September. For 

those suffering ill health, I hope you get better soon. Lily is having quite some difficulty with her leg which 

is stopping her from getting out and about. Cheers! 

 



 

 

Weighmaster’s Report - August 2017 
 

August was a difficult month weather wise offshore, with only two 

intrepid souls weighing fish. Many of the keen offshore fishers were away 

at Swains Reef or travelling elsewhere. The ladies decided to stay inshore 

so there were no entries for the ladies’ offshore comp. 

 Kerry Collyer was the winner of the Offshore men’s comp, with a haul 

that included a monster Snapper of 6.125 kg.  Keith Kable was the runner up. 

Inshore four ladies fought it out with Carole Winnett the standout winner after catching a some very nice 

Bream and Whiting. Her largest Bream was a monster which weighed 1.15 kg. 

 Tina Patterson came second while Pam McGruddy was a very close third, just one point behind.  Marg 

Gadd came fourth despite landing a 1.095 kg Tailor. Well done girls! 

The Men’s Inshore comp saw Wally O’Grodniczec weigh in two very good Luderick around the Kilo mark 

and a Bream that went just under at .94 kg.   

John Davis finally broke the ice by weighing in is first fish which was the best Flathead at 1.26 Kg. 

A total of 45 fish were weighed in by the Inshore men, but the other half of the Winnett combination 

really fired this month to not only  win, but also to beat the second place getter and his Inshore nemesis 

Trevor Plant, by the proverbial country mile. 

We hope the weather is better in September.  Thanks to all who entered fish.  Keep it up. 

Cheers, - Peter McGruddy  

 
 

                       

       John Davis with his first weigh-in                                                Wally O with a couple of Black Bream 



 

 

BRIBIE ISLAND RSL SOCIAL FISHING CLUB 

CALENDAR  2017 

 
 
SEPTEMBER 

Thursday night raffles RSL Club 

11th September  Members Meeting RSL 7.00pm  

17th September  Red Beach Whiting Comp 

 27th Aug- 23rd Sep     Inshore Monthly Comp - Whiting  

                          Offshore Monthly Comp - Snapper  

24th September            BBQ- 4:00pm Sports Club 

                Weigh in – Saturday 23rd 6pm  
 
OCTOBER 

Thursday night raffles RSL Club 

1st October   Coffee at Spinnakers-Morning Tea 

9th October               Members Meeting RSL 7.00pm 

13th -15th              Tweed Heads (weekend away)  

     Hacienda Holiday Park 

24th Sep -28th Oct   Inshore & Offshore Monthly Comps 

29th October              BBQ- 4:00pm Sports Club  

                             Weigh in – Saturday 28th 6pm  
 
NOVEMBER 

Thursday night raffles RSL Club 

13th November            Members Meeting RSL 7.00pm 

15th November  Somerset 1 Day Freshwater Comp   

29th Oct-18th Nov      Inshore & Offshore Monthly Comps 

(2 Weigh-ins only)   

25th November            Roast Pig at Mike and Marg’s for BBQ  

                      Weigh in –Saturday 18th 6pm  
  DECEMBER 

Thursday night raffles RSL Club 

9th December                Trophy night  

11th December            NO GENERAL MEETING 

19th Nov – 30st Dec  Inshore & Offshore Monthly Comps 

(6 Weigh-ins)   

Weigh in –Saturday 30st 6pm 

 

*Members Meetings are held in the  Anzac room of the RSL Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

31st August 9th November 

 



 

 

Short Videos 

 
Click on the Photo to select the video 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bribierslfishingclub.com/short-videos.html
http://www.bribierslfishingclub.com/short-videos.html


 

 

Swains Reef Trip 

Swains reef is the large bulge at the southern end of the Great Barrier Reef. With an area of several 

hundred square kilometres, it is 150 nautical miles offshore so is really only fished by charter 

operators and professional fishermen who mainly target Coral Trout for the Japanese live fish trade. 

Mike Phillips organised an annual week-long trip to Swains reef for his old fishing club in Sydney 

almost twenty years ago but since he moved to Bribie Island he has gradually brought in interested 

members of our RSL fishing Club.  Without doubt it is one of the best trips available anywhere, on 

the best charter boat out of Gladstone. This year Henri, Chris Roberts, Paul Foote, John Casey and I 

were fortunate enough to be included in Mike’s trip. 

We left in two cars on Thursday morning and spent that evening at Gladstone City Caravan Park 

from whence we boarded the Kanimbla the next day, and arrived at Swains Saturday morning. 

The Kanimbla is a large twin hulled vessel which accommodates eighteen passengers and four or five 

crew.  It is equipped with six 16-foot twin hulled custom built Fisher dories equipped with sounders 

and radios and an ice box. Two or three fish from each boat in two sessions a day 7:00 to 12:00 noon 

and 1:00pm to 5:00pm. The cabins are air-conditioned and comfortable with four bunks in each. 

For the first two days, the weather was very windy so we fished the shallows of the reef for Red 

Throat Emperor and Coral Trout.  For the rest of the week the seas were smooth and we were able 

to target Red Emperor and Rosy Job fish in the deeper channels and open water. 

The crew fillet the fish each day and pack them onto labelled styro trays.  The fish are evenly 

distributed to all the fishermen at the end of the trip and we all took home a nice Esky full of fillets 

as well as two whole Coral Trout each.  Thanks Mike for another great experience. 

                

                 



 

 

 

The Results of the Photo Competition 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Dorothy Vassallo with her  winning entry to the Photo Competition 

 

Fish Facts 

The oldest known age for a fish was an Australian lungfish. In 2003, it was still alive and well at 65 
years old. 

Sharks are the only fish that have eyelids. 

An estimated one third of male fish in British waters are changing sex due to pollution in human 
sewage. 

Saltwater fish need to drink more water than freshwater fish. Since seawater is saltier than the 
liquids in a fish’s body, water inside the fish is constantly flowing out. If they didn’t drink to replace 
the lost water, saltwater fish would dry up like prunes. 

On average, flying fish can glide 160 feet (50m), but have been known to glide as far as 660 feet (200 
m). And they can reach heights up to 19 feet (6m).  

 



 

 

Some Recent Photos 

 

  
Fishing on Fraser 

 

 
Teamwork                                                                                               Sunrise on Fraser 

 

 
Fishing On Fraser 



 

 

  
Too Small                                                                                                     Too Big 

 

 

       
Spectacular Action 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Joke of the Month 

 
MECHANIC & THE CARDIOLOGIST  
A mechanic was removing a cylinder-head from the motor of a Harley motorcycle when he spotted a well-

known cardiologist in his shop.  

The cardiologist was there waiting for the service manager to come and take a look at his bike when the 

mechanic shouted across the Garage, 'Hey Doc, want to take a look at this?'  

The cardiologist, a bit surprised, walked over to where the mechanic was working on the motorcycle.  

The mechanic straightened up, wiped his hands on a rag and asked, 'So Doc, look at this engine.  

I open its heart, take the valves out, repair any damage, and then put them back in, and when I finish, it works 

just like new.  

So how come I make $59,000 a year and you get $1,000,000, when you and I are doing basically the same 

work?' The cardiologist paused, smiled and leaned over, then whispered to the mechanic.........  

Try doing it with the engine running! 
 

LIFE RULE:  
Condoms do not guarantee safe sex. A friend of mine was wearing one when he was shot by the woman's 
husband. 
 
 

  
Did you know? 
 
Your lifejacket or PFD that is inflated 

by a small gas bottle must be serviced 

in accordance with the manufacturer’s  

instructions annually either by self-inspection or 

 by a dealer/agent. This service must  

be documented on the jacket and a log 

sheet. Recently, a friend of mine gave me 

two brand new Marlin manual inflating jackets of this 

type. He purchased them in 2013 but never used  

them and they were still in the sealed bags. 

I was concerned that no inspections had been 

done and recorded and that I may be fined if 

the wallopers inspected them. 

At the very recent boating show in Brisbane, 

I sought advice from an officer from Maritime 

Safety. He advised that I carry out the manufacturer’s 

service and document it in the usual way. The absence 

of servicing in the preceding years will then not be a 

problem. 

 

                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Those who Support Our Club 
The Bribie RSL Fishing Club provides a real service to the community by extending the hand of friendship 

not only to the fisher men and women with a common interest, but also to the many residents of Bribie 

Island and the surrounding area who would otherwise lead a lonely existence.   Currently our club has 

approximately eighty members of whom only twenty to thirty are regular fisherpeople. 

Without the ability to raise the necessary funds, our club 

would not be able to exist, so through the generosity of the 

Bribie RSL Club, members of our club are able to raise the 

finances required by conducting meat tray raffles on a 

Thursday night from June until January of each year. In 

addition, the Bribie Island RSL Club supports us in very 

substantial and significant ways – use of facilities at the 

Sports Club for our monthly presentation BBQ’s, use of the 

ANZAC room for our monthly general meetings and very importantly, a $20 voucher each month for our 

member’s draw. Many thanks Bribie Island RSL Club – we really do appreciate your support.  

 

There are also occasions where we have the ability to raffle other prizes that have been kindly donated 

by our local businesses. The prizes that have been donated are actually great prizes that provide a real 

benefit to the people lucky enough to win them. 

 

Owners of Browns Mitre 10 on 

Bribie Island, Michael and 

Samantha Brown have very kindly 

agreed to support us by donating 

a $20 gift card each month to be 

used as a raffle prize at our 

monthly general meeting. In 

addition, they have offered a 5% 

discount on all fishing, marine and 

bait goods when members show 

their Bribie Island RSL Fishing Club 

member identification at time of 

purchase. Browns Mitre 10 is a Wilsons fishing tackle distributor. If members provide a Wilsons product 

number for the item they wish to purchase and it is not in store, Michael will order it for you. This is a 

great service. In addition, Michael has offered to provide better pricing for group buys or for certain high 

turnover items. Thank you Browns Mitre 10 Bribie Island. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

We have some fantastic support in 

our community and we really 

appreciate all the help that our 

local businesses have provided but 

there is one company who just 

keeps on giving.  Danny Payne, 

who owns Outback Adventures in 

Morayfield, has provided us with 

countless gifts over the last few 

years and continues to offer on-

going support on a daily basis by 

providing our members a discount on all fishing gear.  We really do appreciate the friendly service that 

Danny, and all staff give us. Many thanks Outback Adventures. 

 

 

Eyewear Plus has donated a 

fantastic pair of quality polaroid 

sunglasses that any fisherperson 

would have loved to own.  They 

have also provided us with a 

couple of lens cleaning spray 

bottles and appropriate cloths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Kelly from Mr Minute is a very 

keen fisherman who has supported 

the club for a number of years.  

Steve has generously donated 

numerous prizes including 

Leatherman tools and a number of 

Led Lenser LED flashlights/torches.  

Led Lenser is well known as one of 

the best names in quality LED 

torches and they also command a 

high price. Thank you Steve. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

A number of discount vouchers have 

been donated by MODE 

Hairdressing for the last few years.  

It is nice to have a prize that can be 

utilised by the ladies. 

 

 

Pacific Harbour Golf Club has 

donated quite a few gift vouchers 

for 18 holes of golf with a buggy 

for the last few years and have 

supported our club again for 2017.  

These prizes are greatly 

appreciated and are highly valued 

by the players. 

 

BRIBIE PASSAGE KIOSK & BOAT HIRE 

Kate and John McAuliffe have been 

sponsors of our club for many years 

and have donated many great prizes 

for our fishing competitions. Kate 

and John’s support is ongoing and 

provide a valuable resource as our 

primary weigh in station. 

 

BBQ Boat Hire Bribie Island 

Ian and Bronwyn recently 

donated a voucher for an 8 person 

BBQ boat for a day as a prize for 

our raffle. Margie Gadd won it. 

Last year they did a similar thing 

and Tim Holt won it at the Trophy 

Presentation night. Many thanks 

BBQ Boat Hire. They are located 

at the Pacific Harbour Marina. 

Please consider them for your 

BBQ boat hire needs. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

    

Hypnotic 

Fashion 

has been 

supporting our club for a few years now, so if you are after ladies’ fashion for all ages please drop by. 

After ten years of being located in the Bribie Island Shopping Centre, Hypnotic Fashion decided to 

relocate to bigger premises on Benabrow Avenue. The new premises have been totally renovated and 

they have sourced out the latest fashion and accessories at great prices so have a look at the new look 

HYPNOTIC FASHION BOUTIQUE. 

 

 

The Priceline pharmacy has been part of the Bribie Island community for many years but did you know 

that the proprietors John and Cindy are also very keen on fishing.  You won’t see them out in the store 

but you can be sure that they will be looking after your needs behind the office door.  Your Priceline 

pharmacist is there to assist you by giving you advice and talking through your health concerns. From our 

friendly staff to our trained cosmeticians, we aim to give you the best advice and recommendations, 

great prices and the latest products. 

 

Renee Monck has kindly offered to donate a thirty-dollar 

meal voucher to the Bribie Island RSL Social Fishing Club on a 

monthly basis. If you would like to experience one of the best 

meals on Bribie Island, Call Eats Bistro on (07)3408 7021 to 

book your table. Eats Bistro is located in the Solander Lake 

Bowls Club, 70 Sunderland Drive, Banksia Beach. 

 
 

 

We thank you all for your ongoing support. 


